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or  love  and  goodwill   towards   men  without  exception.
This is a position which Arjuna never took up.
But The Statesman writer has many strings to his bow.
And the strongest is his denial of non-violence or love as
the law of the human race. If love or non-violence be not
the law of our being, the whole of my argument falls to-
pieces, and there is no escape from a periodical recrudescence
of war, each succeeding one outdoing the preceding one in
ferocity. I cannot undertake, and least of all through a
newspaper article written during moments snatched from
the daily routine, to prove that love is the source and end
of life. But I venture to make some relevant suggestions
which may pave the way for an understanding of the law.
All the teachers that ever lived Iiave preached that law
with more or less vigour. If love was not the law of life,
life would not have persisted in the midst of death. Life
is a perpetual triumph over the grave. If there is a funda-
mental distinction between man and beast, it is the former's
progressive recognition of the law and its application in
practice to his own personal life. All the saints of the world,
ancient and modern, were,  each according to his light
and capacity, a living illustration of that supreme Law
of our Being. That the brute in us seems so  often to gain
an easy triumph is true enough. That, however, does not
disprove the law. It shows the difficulty of practice. How
should it be otherwise with a law which is as high as Truth
itself? When the practice of the law becomes universal,
God will reign on earth as He does in heaven. I need not
be reminded that earth and heaven are in us. We know
the earth, we are strangers to the heaven within us.'If
it is allowed that for some the practice of love is possible,
it is arrogance not to allow even the possibility of its practice
in all the others. Not very remote ancestors of our indulged
in cannibalism and many other practices which we would
today call loathsome. No doubt in those days too there
were Dick Sheppards who must have been laughed at and
possibly pilloried for  preaching the   (to   them)   strange
doctrine of refusing to eat fellowmen. Modern science is
replete with illustrations of the seemingly impossible having
become possible within living memory. But victories of

